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THE REPUBLIC

AN ARCHITECT S BLUEPRINT FOR THE SOUL

A reconstruction of the Ideal State
based on the dialogues of Plato.

Proposal: To find Justice in the individual,
we must first write it large in the structure of a City.
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THE RING OF GYGES

Glaucon's Challenge (Book Il): If a just man
and an unjust man both possessed a ring of
invisibility, would they act differently? The
cynical thesis suggests Justice is merely a
“social contract”—a compromise between
doing injustice without punishment and
suffering it without revenge.

| rThe Task: We must strip the Just Man of alﬂ ]

rewards and reputation to see if Justice

k |_1tself is sufficient for happiness. i '
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DEMOLISHING FALSE FOUNDATIONS

S Cephalus: \ |
 Paying Debts \/=

S Socrates:
Y Ruling as Art
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Refutation: f H;; _ (i
Returning a weapon to Refutation: 1 |J '
a madman is not just. The Shepherd rules 111
for the benefit of the
sheep, not himself.
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Conclusion: Ruling is an Art designed for the benefit of
the subject, just as medicine is for the patient.
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i CITY OF PIGS

(NECESSITY)

Based on mutual need.
One man, one art.

Bl IFTHE FEVERED STATE 'V —
(LUXURY)

Glaucon's demand for
“relishes”.

THE CONSEQUENCE

Need for Land leads to WAR.
War requires specialized
GUARDIANS.
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To Citizens: /A '\

Gentle.

THE GUARDIAN NATURE

The Philosophical Dog

Fierce.

The Paradox

How can a nature be both
high-spirited (Thumos) and
gentle? A dog distinguishes
friend from foe solely by
knowledge.

It loves what it knows.

Therefore, the Guardian must
be a lover of learning—
a philosopher.
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Theology:

The Founders must
supervise the storytellers.

=

Courage:

We must delete
passages that make
death seem terrible.

1. God is Good: God is
the author only of good,

never of evil. > | |8 «—0

Hades is not a place of
squalid shadows.

A Guardian must fear
slavery more than death

2. God is Unchangeable:
The divine does not lie
or deceive by changing
shape.
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THE MAGNIFICENT MYTH

The Noble Lie

RULERS

(Reason/Gold)

AUXILIARIES <

(Spirit/Sllver)

Y

» PRODUCERS
(Appetite/lron)

The Necessary Fiction:

All citizens are brothers born
of the Earth, but their souls are
mixed with different metals.

This is a Meritocracy, not a
hereditary caste. A golden
child born to iron parents must
rise; an iron child to golden
parents must fall.
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< AUXILIARIES

WISDOM
(Knowledge of the Whole).

JUSTICE
(Idiopragia - Each
class doing its own
business).

£ TEMPERANCE
—27——> (Harmony/Agreement
o | on who should rule).

4 COURAGE
74 (Preservation of right
opinion on what to fear).
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THENIRROR EFEBC T CITY &80OWL
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RATIONAL (Logistikon)
- Loves Wisdom.

RULERS

\ . SPIRITED (Thumoeides)
- Loves Honor.

« APPETITIVE
(Epithumetikon)

- Loves Desire.

AUXILIARIES

PRODUCERS |

Individual Justice is the internal hierarchy where Reason rules, Spirit protects, and Appetite obeys.




THE THREE WAVES OF RADICALISM

GENDER EQUALITY.
Nature dictates function,
not gender. Women
participate in war and
governance.

THE PHILOSOPHERKING. _
ABOLITION OF FAMILY. The union of political G

Guardians have all things in ~ power and philosophy. A fg 4

common. No private homes. "‘
Community of wives and ¥

children to ensure total unity.




THE PARADOX OF THE PHILOSOPHER KING

Who is the Philosopher?

Not the “lovers of sights
and sounds” (who love
beautiful things), but the
“lovers of the vision of
truth” (who love Beauty
absolute). They are
Spectators of all time and
all existence.

Until philosophers are kings, or the kings and princes
of this world have the spirit and power of philosophy... £ |
cities will never have rest from their evils.




THE CAPTAIN (The People) -
Strong but deaf and
shortsighted.
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THE CREW (Politicians) -
Fight for control,
ignorant of navigation.

THE TRUE PILOT (Philosopher)
Deemed a useless "star-gazer”.
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It is not the Pilot's duty to beg the crew to follow him. The sick must seek the physician.




LEHEGREALLBEAST

Public Opinion & The Sophist

The Sophist's Error:
He studies the moods and THE GREAT BEAST
angers of the Beast and calls / (The Mob)

this "Wisdom."” He calls
"Good" whatever pleases the
Beast, and "Bad"

whatever annoys it.

The Sophist's Error: Its
studes by the pleases the
Beast, and "Bad" whatever
annoys it.

Corruption: The finest natures

are most easily corrupted by

the flattery of the mob. The

e - <3 _ true philosopher barely

; | L oo e I survives, hiding “under a
il | [aa Vi 7 4 S — o — ' wall” during the storm.
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THE SUN ANALOGY

| I

VISIBLE WORLD INTELLIGIBLE WORLD

Sun gives

Light + Visibility. 1
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GEOMETRIC FORMS

Truth + Knowledge.

The Good gives W

The Idea of the Good is the author of reality, higher in dignity and power than Being itself.




THE DIVIDED LINE
77

D) NOESIS (Reason/Dialectic) - Forms.

KNOWLEDGE «
(Being) 7

' C) DIANOIA (Understanding) -
Mathematical Objects/Hypothesis.

OPINION
(Becoming) N

+—— B) PISTIS (Belief) - Physical Objects.

4

A) EIKASIA (Imagination) - Shadows/Reflections.




THE CAVE: |HE PRISON
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Puppets
(Artifacts of Culture)

Fire
Shadows (False Light) ¥
(lllusion)

We are the prisoners. We mistake the shadows of artifacts for reality.




THE CAVE
(DARKNESS)

THE ASCENT (PAIDEIA)

Looking at the Sun
(The Good)

Looking at Stars
(Astronomy)

THE GOOD
(LIGHT)

Looking at Reflections

.(Math) \
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Planetary motion = -4.00 - 43 (¢
==-3.00 - 20,
Planetary motion =3 - 2
=200

Al7

Planetary motion P = T

Looking at
Reflections
(Math)

Education is not putting sight into blind eyes, but the ‘turning around’
(periagogé) of the whole soul from darkness to light.




1TH

"We will not allow you to
remain in the upper world.”
The Guardian is created for

the hive, not himself.
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—— The Danger: The enlightened appear ridiculous to the

prisoners. If he tries to free them, they will kill him.
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The Duty to Rule

4

True Rulers: Those who rule not because

they wish to, but out of necessity.




THE CURRICULUM

HARMONICS
(Numerical laws
ASTRONOMY _ °'=ound)
(Motion of solids/ | =
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Purpose: To draw the mind from Becoming (sense) to Being (intellect).




The Method

DIALECTIC

The Coping Stone

\ |/  THEKEYSTONE
D

|

The only science which does
away with hypotheses. It asks
“What is Justice? What is
Beauty?” to find the essence.

The Goal

7
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Reserved for the mature (Age 30+).
Dangerous for the young who use it
as a game of contradiction.

To ascend by pure reason
to the First Principle.




THE PATTERN IN HEAVEN

Is this city possible? Glaucon asks if such a city will ever exist.

“It matters not whether it exists or ever will exist.”
[t is a pattern in heaven for him who wishes to see it,
and seeing it, to found a city within himselt.

The wise man lives by the laws of this interior city.




GLOSSARY OF TERMS

L)

POLIS: City-State. (| /A DIKAIOSUNE:

| Justice/Righteousness.

TECHNE: Art/Craft/Skill

(e.g., medicine, ruling). | é KALLIPOLIS:
v JeBELl. - The ‘Beautiful City’

ficl ﬂjm L)

S & (The Ideal State).
THUMOS: Spirit/High-spiritedness

(seat of courage/anger).

A EIDOS: Form/Idea

—

L, % = vy PAIDEIA:
(=12 Education/Upbringing.

(e.g., The Form of the Good).




